SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th February 2008 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), P Blaine, D Gale, P Jones, C Osborne, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, & G White. 
Also present were one member of the Press, three electors, & the Deputy Clerk.
1.  
Apologies

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs M Bartlett, D Broughton, & Mrs S Sutton

Cllr N O’Leary was not present. 
     2.       To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P74/07)


(a)  Prejudicial interests

Cllr Osborne (agenda item 9) as he is Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

(b)  Personal interests

Cllr Scott (agenda item 9) as he is President of Sandy Football Club.


Cllr Osborne (agenda item 9) as he is Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

Cllr Blaine (agenda item 8) as he has purchased a burial plot in the Cemetery.

Cllr Osborne (agenda item 8) as he has purchased a burial plot in the Cemetery.

Cllr Scott (agenda item 8) as he has purchased a burial plot in the Cemetery.

    3.  
Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P75/07)

       (See List Attached)

    4.  
To approve the Minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting held on Monday 7th January 2008.          (P76/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 7th January 2008 and as approved/amended and adopted by Town Council Meeting held on Monday 14th January 2008, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.

5. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council                                                    (P77/07)
There were none.
6. Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions                        (P78/07)
  There were none.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

7.  
Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy

(P79/07)
Cllr Aldis reported that despite him voicing the Councils views, and a site visit to the property by members of the Development Control Committee, the application on land at rear of 35 St Neots Road, Sandy, had been approved.

Two members of the public then spoke to the committee voicing their concerns on this development, and stated that they would be contacting the Local Government Ombudsman. 

8. To receive and adopt new Cemetery Policy and Regulations. (P80/07)
Some suggestions were made to the policy, regarding maintained graves and parking facilities, before the following was:
Resolved to recommend;

a) That the new regulations, as amended, are adopted from the 1st April 2008. Copies are sent to funeral directors, and advertised in the local press.

b) That copies of the new regulations are placed at the Cemetery advising visitors of the changes.

c) That the Deputy Clerk and DSO Foreman inspect the Cemetery after 28 days from the posting of these regulations to check for compliance.

d) The Deputy Clerk to write to all owners of graves not meeting the new regulations, pointing out the new regulations and their non-compliance and giving them 28 days to carry out any necessary action.
9. To receive and adopt new Cemetery Policy and Regulations. (P80/07) (Contd)

e) The Deputy Clerk and DSO Foreman to formulate a plan to carry out inspections of memorial stones, to also purchase the necessary equipment, approximately £600 (which will come from contingencies in 2008/9 budget).

f) To purchase an on-line burials package for £610, (which will come from contingencies in 2008/9 budget).

g) That the Council actively considers the options regarding Cemetery expansion and meets with the planning department at MBDC for guidance.

10. To receive a report from the representatives who attended the joint meeting with Sandy Town Football Club.                                (P81/07)
Cllr Osborne spoke to the Committee regarding this matter, he added that the football club were aware that its current facilities were dated and if it were to be able to compete at a higher level, that the FA required the clubs to provide floodlighting etc. Having previously declared a prejudicial interest on this item, Cllr Osborne left the Chamber before any further deliberation.

Resolved:


That Cllrs Gale & Pettitt be requested to attend further meetings with Sandy Football Club in order to obtain details of their requirements and possible costings.


Cllr Osborne then returned to the chamber.

11. To approve actions regarding Health & Safety requirements on play areas in Sandy.                                                                         (P82/07)
The Deputy Clerk’s report was accepted. It was then;

Resolved:
h) That the Council appoints ROSPA to inspect its play areas.

i) That the Council asks ROSPA to carry out Risk Assessments on the Playing Fields at Bedford & Sunderland Road. 
12. To decide on action to be taken regarding the Bowling Green lease.


(P83/07)
The Clerks report was accepted. The Committee were surprised that this matter was still unresolved. After further discussion it was;

Resolved;

j) The Clerk informs the Bowls Club that negotiations are now at an end, and that no further extension to their lease will be granted. That the lease must be signed by the 31st March 2008, or the Bowls Club will be given notice to quit.

k) That the Council insists that provision is made for casual users including the availability of suitable equipment.

l) If the lease is not signed by the 31st March 2008, then a charging policy will be implemented for the green. For casual use of the green for the 2008/2009 season, this will be £3.50 per rink per hour.  
m) Until the lease is signed the Town Council will not supply any consumables. 
13. Press Release








(P84/07)
None

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	28.1.08

14/08


	08/00116/FULL

Ladbrokes Betting & Gaming

225-227 High Street

Erdington

Birmingham

B23 6SS
	Full application for the erection of a single storey extension to rear, external alterations and installation of a satellite dish at 1 High Street, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours The Lord Roberts, Market Square and 3 High Street, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  Object

The signs and satellite dish outside the shop are not in keeping in a conservation area.
	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
	

	28.1.08

15/08


	07/02085/FULL

Mr N Clayton

31 High Street

Roxton

MK44 3EA
	Full application for change of use from B1 (Business) to B2 (General Industrial) use at 8 to 9 Venture Court, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 7 and 10 Venture Court, Gosforth Close, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
	

	30.1.08

16/08


	08/00078/FULL

Mr R Bloss

4 Rivermead Gardens

Sandy

SG19 1NJ
	Full application for the erection of a first floor front extension over existing lobby at 4 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3, 5, 8, 9,10 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
	

	31.1.08

17/08


	08/00106/FULL

Mr & Mrs M Peachey

27 Potton Road

Everton

SG19 2LE
	Full application for the erection of 4 no 1 bed flats with car parking on land to the rear of 114-120 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2, 3, 4 East Road,  114-124 & St Neots Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
	

	31.1.08

18/08
	07/02146/ADV

Woodfines

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU


	Advertisement Consent application for a replacement fascia signage o front and side elevations and internally illuminated fascia sign to front elevation at 6 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	1.2.08

19/08


	07/02150/FULL

Aldwyck Housing Association

6 Houghton Hall Bus Park

Porz Avenue

Houghton Regis

LU5 5UZ


	Amendment to description being residential development of 18 flats and 5 houses and all ancillary works including parking and access at 4-6 London Road, Sandy, Beds..

Near neighbours 104, 106 Bedford Road, 8, 10 London Road notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

a) Overdevelopment of site, density is too high for the size of the area.  The individual buildings are too tall.

b) Loss of amenity to near neighbours, in particular no: 8 London Road will suffer from loss of light and loss of privacy to living area, bedrooms and overlooking of garden.

c) Access on to Bedford Road is potentially dangerous it is very close to the A1 roundabout it will also increase congestion.

d) Parking provision inadequate and no room for cars on nearby streets.

e) Risk of flooding, while perhaps alleviated on the site is likely to be increased for properties on London Road if site is drained in that direction.


	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
	

	1.2.08

20/08


	08/00093/FULL

Mr G Glen

15 The Harriers

Sandy

SG19 2TF
	Full application for the erection of a conversion of garage loft to form bedroom with front dormer window at 15 The Harriers, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11, 17 The Harriers, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	PP & O S

11.2.08

12.2.08
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